**Note: The Council Chambers and gallery area to observe Council meetings, remain closed to the
public due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. Please contact the Municipal Office for accommodation if you
wish to observe.**Guests attend by teleconference.
Please note all parties wishing to observe must pre-register in advance, and individually with the
Municipal Office due to Covid-19 accommodation considerations and for documentation purposes.
You can reach the Municipal Office at 705-386-7741.

TOWNSHIP OF MACHAR
AGENDA – REGULAR MEETING
Monday, November 30, 2020

6:30 pm Call to Order, Disclosures of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof
GUESTS
6:30-7:00 pm Chas Anselmo, Senior Manager, KPMG, Presentation Service Delivery Review
BUSINESS
1. Adoption of Nov 13, 2020 minutes, Resolution
2. Regional Broadband Project & Universal Broadband Fund update
3. Auditor Communication and Auditor Engagement, Resolution
4. MPAC 2021 Values and Covid-19
5. Pay List for Oct 2020, Resolution
a. Council/Committee Remuneration Expense Record
COMMITTEES
6. Machar Public Works minutes of Nov 20, 2020, Resolution
7. Shared Services Monthly Reports; Fire, Fire Prevention Officer
a. Arena ICIP COVID-19 Resilience Infra Stream, Resolution
8. South River Machar Medical minutes of Nov 17, 2020, Resolution
9. South River Machar Library minutes of Nov 18, 2020, Resolution
10. Central Almaguin Planning minutes of Nov 18, 2020, Resolution
11. Joint Building Permit Summaries for Oct, Resolution
12. Parry Sound EMS (Emergency Medical Services) minutes of Nov 18, 2020
INFORMATION
13. City of Hamilton Motion – Amending the AGCO licensing and application process for cannabis retail
stores to consider radical separation from other cannabis locations. Currently the City of Hamilton
has reviewed 61 cannabis retail location applications since Jan 2020. Approximately 12 of these
potential locations are within 50m (or less) of each other. The City of Hamilton is confident that
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radial separations from cannabis retail locations will have a significant positive impact on the
community and allow for its residents to continue to enjoy a safe and healthy community lifestyle.
City of Brantford Resolution – Supporting Ontario’s Recovery and Municipal Elections Act, 2020,
Council does not support the proposed changes to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, specifically
related to the removal of the option for a municipality to hold a ranked ballot election. Council does
support the principle that each Municipality should be able to choose whether or not to use firstpast-the-post or a ranked ballot election. Council encourages the Provincial government to
meaningfully consult with Municipalities on municipal; issues before introducing legislative changes
of this magnitude.
Town of Fort Erie Resolution – Supported correspondence from the City of Hamilton requesting the
Province to consider amending its licensing and application process for Cannabis Retail Stores to
consider radial separation from other cannabis locations. City of Hamilton has reviewed 61 cannabis
retail location applications since Jan 2020. Approximately 12 of these potential locations are within
50m (or less) of each other. The City of Hamilton appreciates that the AGCO conducts a background
search prior to approving any license, however the lack of separation between locations poses a
community safety issue, as the over saturation in specific area(s)/wards, can negatively impact the
surrounding community with increased traffic flow, and an overall “clustering” of stores within a
small dense area. The City of Hamilton is confident that radial separations from cannabis retail
locations will have a significant positive impact on the community and allow for its residents to
continue to enjoy a safe and healthy community lifestyle.
Town of Fort Erie Resolution – Supported correspondence from the Township of AsphodelNorwood requesting the governing body in cannabis production that: takes a unified approach to
land use planning restrictions; enforces the regulations under the Cannabis Act on behalf of the
licencing agency and ensures local authorities are in fact provided with notification of any license
issuance, amendment, suspension, reinstatement, or revocation within their region; communicates
more readily with local governments and provides local governments with more support.
Town of Fort Erie Resolution – Supported correspondence from the Town of Grimsby strongly
recommending that Schedule 11 of Bill 108 be amended to return the authority for final decisions to
municipal council’s as the elected representatives of the communities wherein the property and its
features of cultural heritage value exist.
Township of Howick Resolution – That Council request the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs to consider lowering the interest rate on Tile Drain Loans to 4% and increasing the
yearly loan limit to $100,000.
District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board Monthly Report Nov 2020
FONOM, GoNorth Campaign – Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUeGyXL2AXk.com to see
our second of 8 videos that are being produced and then promoted to the business community in
and around the GTHA. The purpose of the Videos is to showcase the 7 districts of Northeastern
Ontario. Funding for this project was received by FedNor, showing that our Region is a Healthy place
to do Business.
FONOM Media Release – FONOM to hold 2021 annual conference virtually, hosted by the City of
Timmins, new virtual format will provide a venue for the Board to connect with its membership at
no charge. FONOM Board has launched a campaign aimed at showcasing Northern Ontario as a
healthy place to do business. Supported by FedNor Canada, the GoNorth Campaign involves the
creation of eight videos that will be shared through social media with business communities in the
GTHA. The first two videos can be viewed at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=X81-vtsgs0w and
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUeGyXL2AXk
AMO Policy Update – Project intake: COVID-19 Resiliency Infrastructure Stream, municipal
governments have access to $250 million federal and provincial funding, application intake for this
funding is open. Expanding mental health services, Ontario government today announced over $37
million to significantly expand mental health services across the justice system. Will lead to better
supports for individuals with mental health and addictions challenges, including help to reduce their
interactions with police. This includes:
Over $6.5 million for mobile crisis services.
$5 million for safe bed programs to support mobile crisis teams.
Over $14 million for supportive housing programs designated for justice involved individuals.
$2 million for addictions/withdrawal specialists to support safe beds.
$2 million for mental health and addictions peer support for offenders under community
supervision.
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$1.1 million for mental health and addiction supports to vulnerable and marginalized persons as
part of the Ministry of the Attorney General’s Justice Centres.
Province extends AODA compliance report deadline, extended from Dec 31, 2020 to Jun 30, 2021.
AMO Policy Update – Bill 218, supporting Ontario’s Recovery and Municipal Elections Act, 2020
Passes. Third Reading to Bill 218 and its changes which provide liability protection for good faith
actions to protect Ontarians from COVID-19. Revoked regulations under the Municipal Elections Act
allowing ranked ballot elections and changing the nomination deadline for candidates. The
legislation changes the date for receiving nominations to the third Fri in Aug of an election year.
Annual auditor general report details considerations to improve greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions
and access to park space. Calling for an overall focus on climate change as an all-of-government
priority as committed to in the Made in Ontario Environment Plan. Pays particular attention to GHG
emissions in the building sector as Ontario’s third most significant source and makes
recommendations on better energy conservation measures through the Ontario Building Code and
updating the Long-Term Energy Plan to reduce fossil fuel use in buildings, particularly natural gas
use which has been increasing. Ministry of Finance clarifies BET rate reduction impacts to
municipalities, addresses recent concerns on reducing Business Education Tax (BET) rates for
municipalities that host facilities that fall under the payment in lieu (PIL) category of property
taxation with assessed values in commercial and industrial tax classes. The Ministry indicates it will
ensure municipalities are not negatively impacted by the BET reductions. The Province will maintain
BET rates at the 2020 BET rate for properties whose PIL of education taxes are permitted to be
retained by municipalities.
AMO Policy Update, 2020 Provincial Budget – The Honourable Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance has
released the 2020 Provincial Budget. Fiscal outlook, COVID-19 has impacted the global economy and
Ontario has felt the impact. Provincial GDP declined by 12.3% in the 2nd quarter of this year.
Despite some economic improvement of late, the economy is expected to contract by 6.5% in 2020.
Business Education Tax, the government is lowering the Business Education Tax rates in recognition
of this long-standing municipal concern. Property tax relief for small business, municipalities will be
provided flexibility to target property tax relief for small businesses with provincial commitment to
consider matching these reductions. Addressing Speculative Sales. Broadband and Infrastructure,
the government announced an additional $680 million to support broadband and cellular
connectivity for unserved and underserved communities, including a doubling of the ICON program
to $300 million. Long-Term Care. Stormwater Investments, $15 million over two years in one-time
funding to support municipalities to improve the management of Lake Ontario’s wastewater and
stormwater discharges, to reduce combined sewer overflows and bypasses, lower phosphorus
discharges. Public Transit, $4 billion Safe Restart Agreement provides $2 billion to Ontario’s transit
systems to help support services during the pandemic. Conservation Authorities. Ontario’s
Community Building Fund, the budget invested $100 million over 2 years to support community
tourism, cultural and sport organizations. Seniors, the budget puts forward an investment in Seniors
Active Living Centres in the amount of $3.1 million over the next fiscal year (2021-22). Inclusive
Community Grants Program, the budget invests $2 million over 2 years to fund the development of
community supports that promote healthy and active again, support social engagement, and help
with participation in the labour force.
AMO Policy Update, $1.75 Billion Announced For Broadband Across Canada – The Right
Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, announced an additional $750 million to
support connectivity through an expanded Universal Broadband Fund (UBF) today. The UBF includes
$150 million for Rapid Response Stream Projects which can connect Canadians by Nov 15, 2021, and
$50 million available for mobile internet projects primarily for Indigenous communities. The Prime
Minister also announced today an agreement with Telesat to improve high-speed internet coverage
for the far north, rural, and remote regions across Canada through Low Earth Orbiting satellites.
AMO Communications – Immunization strategy start. Revised COVID-19 closure regulations. Chief
Medical Officer of health reappointment motion. Cemetery care and maintenance funds discussion
paper released.
AMO Watchfile, Nov 12, 2020, In This Issue -

- Seeking expressions of interest for 2 municipal staff vacancies on AMO Board.
- Accessible municipal websites.
- New Inclusive Community Grant: Applications open.
- ROMA 2021: Request for delegation meetings is open!
- ROMA 2021: Exhibitor information now available.
- The "Echo" Pandemic: Supporting employee mental health in wake of COVID-19.
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- Keeping up with Ontario legislation: Digital solutions to support your municipality.
- LAS procurement goes digital.
- AMO’s Business Services help you work better.
- Group Buying Webinars: Last ones for 2020!
- Investments 101 - Online training.
- Technation’s Municipal Cybersecurity Best Practices event.
- Career with AMO.
28. AMO WatchFile, Nov 19, 2020, In This Issue -

- Seeking expressions of interest for 2 municipal staff vacancies on AMO Board.
- AMO participates in Long-Term Care COVID-19 Commission.
- ROMA launches a new Connectivity Primer and Roadmap.
- Accessible municipal websites.
- New Inclusive Community Grant: Applications open.
- ROMA 2021: Delegation requests with NDP and GPO.
- AMO-BEACON Webinar: The "Echo" Pandemic.
- Keeping up with legislation: Digital solutions to support your municipality.
- The new EPT - not your granny’s software!
- LAS Blog: Electricity Program Pricing Details for 2021.
- Investments 101 - Online training.
- Careers with AMO, Orillia, OPS, Greater Sudbury and TTC.
29. AMO WatvhFile, Nov 26, 2020, In This Issue –

- ROMA launches new connectivity resources.
- Comments on Draft Blue Box Regulation and Plastics consultation.
- Accessible municipal websites.
- New intake for the National Disaster Mitigation Program.
- ROMA 2021: Ontario Government delegation requests close November 30.
- Fire equipment webinar: Municipal Group Buying Program.
- Now booking for 2021 Road/Sidewalk Assessments.
- Investments 101 - Online training.
- Careers with AMO, The Blue Mountains, Mississippi Mills, TTC and Manitouwadge.
30. AMCTO, Bill 218: Supporting Ontario’s Recovery and Municipal Elections Act, 2020 – With regard
to nomination day, AMCTO expressed to the Government that changing the date to the “2nd Fri in
Sep from the 4th Fri in Jul,” would have significant impacts on our members’ ability to deliver
effective election services. Nomination day is now proposed to move to the 3rd Fri in Aug. While
AMCTO maintains that the new proposed nomination date still puts undue pressure on election
administrators, this amendment does provide a few more weeks time to deliver election services.
Ontario Fall 2020 Budget. The Budget was built around three themes: protect, support, and recover,
and provides a three-year outlook with a few scenarios of what Ontario’s fiscal situation could look
like. Ontario is projecting a $38.5 billion deflict for 2020-2021, as a result of COVID-19. Additionally,
the Bill proposes to extend property tax exemptions that already apply to land that is used and
occupied as a memorial home, clubhouse or athletic grounds by an Ontario branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion, units of the Army, Navy, and Air Force Veterans in Canada.
31. FCM Communique – The federal government launched its Universal Broadband Fund, a major win
for rural, remote and northern communities. This $1.7 billion fund will help connect communities to
high-speed internet across the country. That’s up from the $1 billion originally allocated in Budget
2019. Below you will find important details on the new funding program:
• In the coming weeks, Innovation, Science, and Economic Development Canada (ISED) will be hosting
a series of webinars to help guide you through the application process.
• The application guide provides detailed explanations to help you apply to the Universal Broadband
Fund, including who is eligible to apply, what areas are eligible for coverage, and what expenses are
considered eligible.
• An eligibility mapping tool has been developed to assist applicants in developing the most
comprehensive projects with no overbuild or overlap.
• The deadline for the rapid-response stream is Jan 15, 2021. Applications are being accepted and
reviewed on a rolling basis.
• The deadline for the regular project stream is Feb 15, 2021.
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32. FCM Voice – Taking to the (virtual) Hill. Encourage a young woman you know to apply for FCM
scholarship. Video: Keys to developing your climate action plan. Webinar: Moving your Atlantic
climate plan forward. Share how municipalities are building a sustainable future.
33. FCM Voice – Ottawa launches Universal Broadband Fund. FCM President reaches out, FCM unites
more than 2,000 municipalities of all sizes from coast to coast to coast. Together, we’re working
hard to support Canadians and their communities through the unprecedented challenges of a
pandemic. At every step, FCM will be grounded in the needs of members, and strengthened by the
relationships we build. GMF public awareness campaign: Help us share what municipal climate
action looks like. Funding opportunity for affordable housing, the Community Housing
Transformations Centre is an organization created through the National Housing Strategy.
Recognizing the key role of municipalities in advancing housing solutions, the Centre is offering
opportunities: a matching fund, as well as expedited support for Rapid Housing Initiative
applications. A recent partnership between the Centre and a municipality saw a city-led $50,000
proposal development grant tripled by the Centre. Video: Taking local action on climate. New toolkit
on short-term rentals. New insights on asset management. Applications now open for community
greening projects.
34. FCM Voice – Building back better together, recommendations to build a stronger post-pandemic
Canada. First steps toward climate resilience, have a look at Climate in Focus – Getting Started.
Building a modernized workforce, building the right workforce, with the right skills, right now, takes
a look at how COVID-19 has changed the way we work and how public sector leaders can respond to
the new modernized workplace. Making affordable housing sustainable, great introduction to the
Green Municipal Fund’s Sustainable Affordable Housing (SAH) initiative for municipal, non-profit and
co-operative housing providers.
35. ROMA, Rural Ontario Municipal Association – A path to better connectivity: ROMA launches
municipal broadband resources, two comprehensive resources tailored specifically for Ontario’s
rural municipalities about broadband and cellular connectivity. The Municipal Primer gives an
overview of the broadband landscape, including Canada’s regulatory framework. The Municipal
Roadmap lays out components of a municipal connectivity plan that municipal councils and staff can
implement to create local solutions. Investing in connectivity remains a choice at municipal level
because local governments do not have a mandated role in telecommunications.
36. ROMA Insider –
• 2021 ROMA Conference: Connecting Rural Ontario
• A path to better connectivity: ROMA launches municipal broadband resources
• Community paramedicine shines during COVID
37. MMAH, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing – The Province introduced the Ontario
Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020: Accelerating Infrastructure Projects – a package of legislative
measures, policy changes, and communication opportunities that would accelerate the delivery of
major public (infrastructure) projects. To consult with municipalities to better understand the
challenges and barriers they are facing in delivering local linear infrastructure projects. We will also
explore what new authorities’ municipalities may need to accelerate the delivery of these projects,
requesting written input from our municipal partners across the province. Online survey, available
with some discussion questions to gather your feedback and perspectives. Written submission to
PlanningConsultation@Ontario.ca by Dec 18, 2020.
38. MMAH, National Disaster Mitigation Program – Check out our new National Disaster Mitigation
Program web page, our goal with this new web page is to provide Ontario applicants with easy
access to information and valuable resources. Visit our website at:
https://www.Ontario.ca/page/national-disaster-mitigation-program.
39. Northeastern Ontario Newsletter – Marketing update, Northeastern Ontario has a successful fall
campaign, promoting touring, fishing, arts and culture and outdoor activities. Significant updates
were made to the landing pages for these products, and our staff has been actively updating out
partner and community pages too. Attention fixed roof operators! Your input in this Northern
Ontario Survey is very important. Win $1,250 by sharing your input on your performance and the
impacts of COVID-19 on your property, and learn how best to plan and market your business in
2021! Cultural Crossroads: 101 experiences, a program for culture in small communities. MTO
Northeastern Transportation Survey, now live! Survey will be available until Nov 20, 2020. Northern
Ontario Tourism training week, Nov 23-27, 2020, join industry expert and peers for an opportunity
to help grow Northern Ontario’s tourism industry by joining industry peers and colleagues in our
shared pursuit of excellence and success. Canada Life Business Boost Program, in celebration of
Small Business month, Canada Life is introducing a one-time Business Boost Program. 12 grants of
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$120,000 will be given to Canadian small businesses to recognize their resilience and support them
during the pandemic. The Conference Board of Canada: New report outlines economic, health,
conservation benefits of trails. Impacts of COVID-19 on the Canadian economy and consumer
sentiment. Provincial announcement, budget for 2020-2021. Community & partner highlights.
Explorers’ Edge Important Update: New Winter Cottage Country Spirit Program & Industry Update
Webinar Details. Targeting permanent and seasonal residents from this region only, 2,500 packages
available with 5 x $10 vouchers included in each, can be redeemed Dec 7, 2020 – Feb 28, 2021
ENDM - Funding inclusive community grant, now accepting applications for Inclusive Community
Grants, applications will close on Dec 21, 2020. Inclusive Community Grants are designed to sustain
existing, and create new, age-friendly Communities (AFCs) for older adults and people of all abilities
by supporting projects with funding up to $60,000. Projects can be focused on assisting:
• Small urban/rural/communities
• Under-served populations
• Diverse population of adults including Indigenous and immigrants
• Older adults, including those with accessibility needs
• Individuals self-isolating and following social distancing due to COVID-19
Sudbury East, Nipissing & Parry Sound, Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs – SNAPP
Sustainable New Agri-Food Products & Productivity Program Intake Open: Nov 9, 2020 to Feb 12,
2021. The program is an initiative of the Rural Agri-Innovation Network (RAIN), a division of the Sault
Ste Marie Innovation Centre in partnership with the Northern Ontario Farm Innovation Alliance
(NOFIA) and the Northwestern Ontario Innovation Centre. Project activity streams, eligible projects
may fall under the following streams:
New Products – Projects that enable agriculture or food producers to create primary or processed
products that are new to the business. Examples of potentially eligible projects include the creation
of a new ready-to-eat processed product, or the ability to produce a new farm product. Project
equipment may include food or fibre processing equipment or food production equipment.
Productivity Enhancement – Projects that utilize innovative technologies or processes to increase
efficiencies in their operations and improve processes or products. Project equipment may include
greenhouse structures, production equipment, animal tracking (tag reading technology) meat
processing equipment, or food packaging equipment.
Clean Tech in Agri-Food – Projects that adopt clean technology at the farm/business level and
support improved environmental performance while fostering productivity, growth and
competitiveness. Eligible projects must improve environmental performance relative to
standard/most commonplace technologies. Therefore, energy, efficiency, remanufacturing, or
productivity improvement initiatives do not necessarily include clean tech adoption/adaptation.
Examples of potentially eligible projects include precision agriculture technology for irrigation and
fertilization, composting and waste management, controlled environment greenhouse technology
and gaining water or energy efficiencies.
Enbridge, Ontario’s Energy Transition – As a natural gas company, a question we get asked a lot is,
“what are you doing about climate change?” The answer is meeting our future energy needs in a
way that is affordable, reliable and minimizes the environmental impacts, will require multiple
energy systems working together, and we’re stepping up. We’re targeting net zero greenhouse gas
emissions in our own operations by 2050 and we’re innovating to deliver clean energy solutions for
Ontario. Today, natural gas is a critical component of Ontario’s energy supply – providing about
twice the energy needs of Ontario compared to electricity, with unsurpassed system reliability of
over 99.9%, at about half the cost. In fact, 75% of Ontario households and business rely on this
affordable energy choice to keep energy costs low for families and businesses competitive. Some
say the best way to achieve this is to electrify everything. Economic impacts: The infrastructure to
support full electrification does not exist today. Reliability: Electricity can’t be efficiently stored, and
renewable electricity requires backup that can ramp up quickly to meet our energy needs when the
wind doesn’t blow, the sun doesn’t shine, or above-ground infrastructure is impacted by climate
events. Energy Intensity: Electricity does not have sufficient energy intensity to power many critical
technologies that our quality of life depends on like heavy transportation for the shipment of goods
and steel and concrete manufacturing needed to build things like wind turbines and solar panels.
Solutions include:
Greening the gas supply
Displacing more carbon-intensive fuels for heavy transportation
Green technologies for heat
Conservation programs for homes and businesses
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44. MNFR, Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry – Pembroke District, Algonquin Park Forest,
MNFR Digital Mail List, to receive future notifications, please send an email request.
45. Municipal Monitor Q3 2020; Planning the Post-Pandemic City, Climate Change Remains a Priority,
Smart Cities should Get Smart about Privacy, a Fine Balance
46. Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs – Place to Grow: Agri-food innovation initiative,
open until Nov 26, 2020, a program which will help drive innovation, reduce red tape, and address
industry priorities.
47. 2021 Prime Minister’s Awards – Do you know an inspirational educator? Submit your nomination
electronically or by mail by Jan 12, 2021
48. Ontario Heritage Trust, Nov News – Giving Tue: Dec 1, Doors open Ontario showcases new rules for
old buildings, Projects recognized for their adaptive reuse of heritage buildings. Heritage Award
Winners:
• The Courthouse Hotel Project turned the original 1924 Thunder Bay Courthouse into a hotel that
preserved the stateliness of the original while contributing to the revitalization of the Port Arthur
neighbourhood where it stands
• The John Muir Branch of the Windsor Public Library repurposed the city’s 1921 and 19th-century fire
halls to create a unique library for the here and now
• The Kingston Public Market square has been an important assembly point in Kingston for over 200
years – seeing such gatherings as celebrations of Confederation in 1867, troop assembly during the
First and Second World Wars, and the final Tragically Hip concert in 2016.
The Trust also holds conservation easements on 278 properties across the province, many of which
have been adapted from their original use. A couple of examples include:
• The Peel Art Gallery, Museum and Archives was once the Peel Country Courthouse and Jail.
• Willowbank, once a private Queenston residence, is now home to the Willowbank School of
Restoration Arts
• Hamilton’s Canadian National Railway Station (built in 1929-31) is today the LiUNA Station Banquet
and Convention Centre.
Places of Worship Inventory is a database of over 5,700 places of worship in Ontario. Some of these
sites are no longer in religious use but have been adapted for new purposes, including:
• The Glebe Community Centre (formerly St. Paul’s Methodist Church in Ottawa) is now a local
landmark for a whole new reason.
• Toronto’s St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church remains one of very few examples of Byzantineinspired architecture in the city. The building was uniquely adapted in 1937 to accommodate a new
faith.
• The Green Door Bed and Breakfast in Brockville was constructed in the 1920s in an art deco design.
Adapted from a church into this B&B in 2005.
The Ontario Heritage Centre in downtown Toronto was once the Canadian Birkbeck Investments and
Savings Company. Built in 1908-09 by award-winning architect George W. Gouinlock, the Birkbeck
Building remains an excellent example of beaux arts architecture.
INFORMATION – COVID-19
49. North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit, News Release – The province is currently experiencing
a record number of cases of COVID-19, during this second wave, and trending upwards. Since midOctober, the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit’s (Health Unit) region has seen an increase
in the number of new COVID-19 cases among residents indicating that our region has also entered
the second wave. This past week, we have the highest number of individuals who tested positive for
COVID-19 (8) since early April. Currently, there are seven (7) active infections within the Health Unit
district for a total of 56 confirmed cases since the pandemic began. We urge you to:
• Avoid socializing for now
o Limit travel outside the home to
o Attending school or work – if unable to work from home
• Essential trips for groceries, medication and medical appointments
• Assume everyone has COVID-19 outside your home and take precautions
o Keep a distance of two (2) metres between yourself and anyone outside of your home
o However, if you live alone, you may consider having close contact with another household
o Wear a face covering if you need to be closer than two (2) metres from someone outside your
home during essential trips. Being in close contact to someone has the highest risk of
transmitting COVID-19, along with being in closed or crowded spaces.
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Wash or sanitize your hands often, cough or sneeze into your sleeve and if you feel unwell stay
home and arrange to be tested.
Limit exercise and recreation to outdoor spaces where physical distancing is possible.
Avoid travel outside of our district, especially to areas with high numbers of COVID-19 cases, unless
for emergencies or urgent medical appointments
North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit, News Release – Member of Nipissing University
Community tests positive for COVID-19, close contact tracing Is underway and individuals who are
deemed at high risk will be contacted by the Health Unit, individuals who are not contacted by the
Health Unit are not considered at high risk. “We remind the public that we must continue to work
together to help slow the spread of COVID-19 by following public health measures and limiting
social activities and travel outside the district.” The Health Unit encourages everyone to remain
“COVID Kind” and continue to support each other through these unprecedented times. Continue to
follow public health measures including physical distancing, wearing a face covering, washing or
sanitizing hands often, coughing or sneezing into your sleeve. Currently, there is no specific
treatment for COVID-19. It is important to remember that some people with COVID-19 have no
symptoms or mild symptoms.
North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit, News Release – Health Unit Declares Community
Outbreak in Connection with Nipissing University after 6 members of the Nipissing University
athletic community have tested positive for Covid-19. Close contact tracing has been completed
and those who were in close contact with folks who have tested positive were asked to self isolate
and arrange to be tested. Individuals who have attended social gatherings with folks who are a part
of the Nipissing University athletic community are asked to self monitor. Staff are working with
Nipissing University to provide important public health direction. Our communities are experiencing
a significant increase in Covid-19 illness. We must all act now to slow the spread.
COVID-19 Update from Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare – In the Simcoe Muskoka region as of Thu,
Nov 12, the Health Unit has reported 1,604 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Simcoe Muskoka, of which
83 are reported in Muskoka (Gravenhurst 14; Huntsville 26; Muskoka Lakes 21; Lake of Bays 3;
Bracebridge 11; Georgian Bay 8) with 79 recovered, one hospitalized, and one deceased. Today, the
North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit (NBPSDHU) reported that its region has seen an increase
in the number of COVID-19 cases among residents, indicating the region has also entered the second
wave. This past week, NBPSDHU has the highest number of individuals who tested positive for
COVID-19 (8) since early Apr. Currently, there are seven (7) active infections within the Health Unit
district for a total of 56 confirmed cases since the pandemic began.
Both sites continue to experience high, over-census occupancy and across both sites averaged 107%
in Oct with Nov tracking very similarly in average occupancy.
As the second wave impacts hospitals across Ontario, MAHC has also seen occasional COVIDpositive inpatients at each site and anticipates there could be more as infections increase.
COVID investigation continues to regularly impacts patient flow and occupancy due to the isolation
requirements from screening, which has continued to place an isolation load on staff.
Infection control measures continue across both sites while screening of outpatient and infection
control measures continue across both sites while screening of outpatients and essential visitors
continues.
Since the start of the pandemic up to Nov 11, MAHC’s COVID-19 testing in hospitals has grown to
3,500 swabs.
The Regional Pandemic Response Unit (PRU) adjacent to the Royal Victoria Regional Health Center in
Barrie is creeping closer to opening. This 70-bed, 8,000-plus square foot structure is a separate yet
fully functioning four-season field hospital connected to the main hospital by a covered tunnel. The
ideal patient population is non-COVID patients requiring general medicine, and is intended to ease
capacity issues faced by hospitals across the North Simcoe Muskoka region, including Parry Sound.
Take a virtual tour of the PRU or learn more from the Oct 23 feature on CTV News Barrie.
Since opening the Bracebridge COVID-19 Assessment Centre behind the South Muskoka Memorial
Hospital on Aug 31, the centre has completed just over 3,600 swabs up to and including Nov 10,
2020, by appointment only from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon to Fri except for statutory holidays.
Appointments can be made by calling, 1-888-383-7009. More information is available at
www.mahc.ca/COVID-19Testing.ca.
AMO Policy Update – Province updates COVID-19 framework with new lower thresholds, to
respond to the rapid increase in COVID-19 cases updates are necessary and will help limit the spread
of COVID-19 while keeping schools open, maintaining health system capacity, protecting the
province’s most vulnerable, and avoiding broader future lockdowns. Modelling indicated that if the
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number of new cases continue to grow at its current rate, the province could register up to 6,500
new cases per day by mid-Dec. Within the next two weeks the province will likely exceed its
intensive care threshold of 150 beds, under any potential scenario.
54. AMO Policy Update, Updated COVID-19 Public Health Measures – The Province announced the
movement of certain public health unit regions to new levels. Many regions will also remain at their
current level. 10 regions remain at the Green – Prevent level.

•
•

•

•

Lockdown
o City of Toronto
o Region of Peel
Red - Control
o Durham Region Health Department; and
o Region of Waterloo Public Health and Emergency Services
o York Region, City of Hamilton, and Halton Region remain
Orange - Restrict
o Huron Perth Public Health;
o Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit;
o Southwestern Public Health; and
o Windsor-Essex County Health Unit
o Brant County, Niagara Region, City of Ottawa, and Wellington-DufferinGuelph remain
Yellow - Protect
o Chatham-Kent Public Health;
o Eastern Ontario Health Unit;
o Grey Bruce Health Unit;
o Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox & Addington Public Health;
o Peterborough Public Health; and
o Thunder Bay District Health Unit
o Haldimand-Norfolk, Middlesex-London and Sudbury & District remain.

Public health units will stay in their level for a minimum of 28 days, for long-term care homes, visitor
restrictions apply to those homes in the public health units that are in the Orange-Restrict level or
higher. New LTC Projects, the Ontario government has announced 29 new long-term care projects,
which will lead to an additional 3,000 new upgraded long-term care spaces across the province. Of
the 29 projects, 23 involve the construction of brand-new buildings and 19 involve campuses of care
where multiple services are provided on the same site. In addition to the 29 projects announced
today, Ontario is investing an additional $761 million to build and renovate 74 projects under the
modernized funding model, creating close to 11,000 safe, modern spaces. Emergency Orders
Extended, the Province has extended all orders until Dec 21, 2020. Correction: AODA Compliance
Reporting Deadline, information was provided to inform members that the compliance reporting
deadline for public sector organizations has been extended from Dec 31, 2020 to Jun 30, 2021. We
need to correct this statement to clarify that this extension applies to business and non-profit
organizations. Public sector organizations, including municipalities, are due to report in 2021 and the
deadline for these reports is Dec 31, 2021. There is no report required in 2020. Reminder: Upcoming
Deadline for Accessible Website Compliance with the AODA, beginning Jan 1, 2021, all public
websites and web content posted after Jan 1, 2012 must meet WCAG 2.0 Level AA other than
criteria 1.2.4. To support compliance, AMO has partnered with e-SolutionsGroup and GHD Digital as
a preferred vendor to assist municipal governments to meet or exceed AODA and WCAG 2.0
requirements.
55. AMO Policy Update – Auditor General of ON Special Report on Ontario’s Initial Covid-19 Response,,,
summary available, AMO will review as well as the Province’s response and commentary, Winter
Holiday Guidance, preliminary advising that the safest way to spend the holidays this year is by only
celebrating in person with your household and celebrating virtually with everyone else, for those
who live alone, it is suggested that they exclusively celebrate with one additional household as a
safe approach to the holidays
56. Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing – Enforcement of Orders under the Reopening
Ontario Act 2020. Given the recent rise in Covid-19 cases, the government recently announced new
provincial restrictions. The government is amending ON Reg 950 under the Provincial Offences Act,
set fine to be attached to any ticket. These actions are being taken to help stop the spread of Covid19. The ON government has also extended all orders currently in force under the Reopening Ontario
Act until Dec 21, 2020. Changes to POA and ROA Regs 124 pages.
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