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TOWNSHIP OF MACHAR 

MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, August 29, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order, Disclosures of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof; nil. 

 

Council present:  Mayor Lynda Carleton, Deputy Mayor Ron McLaren, Councillors Blair Flowers, Bart 

Wood and Neil Scarlett.  Staff present:  Clerk Administrator Brenda Paul, Superintendent of Public Works 

Stephen Scarlett and Treasurer Deputy Clerk Angela Loney. 

 

GUESTS 

 

Guests present per attendance sign in sheet:  Daniel Schamehorn, Melanie Shank, Stacey Schamehorn, 

Stephen Schamehorn, Dean Carleton, Fred Steward, Kathy Kelly, John Kelly, Sharron Cottrell, Ellen 

Alexander, Gerda Borell, Bonnie Blain, John Froese, Brian Kennedy, George Dunn, Paava Kopsala, Anne 

Pelletier, Shelagh Jordan, Paul Beattie, June Dickerson, Jim Dickerson, Cindy Anderson, John Kirschner, 

Andrew Mendler (Almaguin News), Ghislaine Taylor, William Taylor, Bonnie Dobbie, Robert Weaver, Tilly 

Dykxhoorn, Verna Sohm, Bernice Thornborrow, Glenn Thornborrow, Lori Thornborrow, Keith 

Thornborrow, Lynn Loney, Lisa Cywk, Orest Cwyk, Lynn Kennedy, Greg Clarke, Mark Schmidt, Barb 

Schmidt, Yntze DeJager, Sylvia DeJager, Bonnie Scarlett, Janis Towle, Barb Hann, Shelley Courneya, Al 

Courneya, Tyler Simpson, Grace McGeachie, Mike Mitchell, Chris Hundley, Helen Weaver, Carl Hann, 

Marc Towle, Zachery Wilson, Jesse Leighton, Paul Dykxhoorn, Blake Dobbie. 

 

Delegation to voice support with regard to the proposed boat ramp/dock project 

 

John Kelly presented as spokesperson on behalf of Machar Township taxpayers that are in support of a 

Public Boat Launch indicating they’re in support of safe public access to Eagle Lake, reminding residents 

and cottagers must not forget that the lake resides in Machar Township, all taxpayers of Machar are 

entitled to safe public access to their lake and are entitled to enjoy boating and fishing from late spring 

into fall.  Many of the lake users do not have the luxury of leaving their boats in the water and must 

launch for each use.  Every time a boat is launched, there is risk and cost involved.  Access at Mikisew 

Provincial Park is shallow and is intended for park guests.  The park is only opened for 3 months of the 

year.  The other 2 launches are on private land and at any time, anyone, for any reason, can be denied 

access through these entry points.  When you live and cottage in an area such as Machar, we would all 

expect that a safe Public Boat Launch would be available for all to enjoy.  With a safe and proper boat 

launch area, launching of boats should now do less damage to the environment than is currently being 

done.  This will protect the lake for generations to come.  A good community can voice opinions, 

although they may differ.  A great community will respect the opinions of others and stick together as a 

community.  As we are all concerned about increased boat traffic, we must realize that people who own 

boats and purchase fishing licenses are entitled to safely enter waterways for their use.  A Public Boat 

Launch can only enhance the wellbeing of all Machar taxpayers.  Safe boat launching, environmental 

awareness, respect for the lake and fellow cottagers and residents can be promoted through education 

and enforcement.  The first presentation concluded, there was applause, several members of the 

audience departed, the spokesperson for the second presentation was asked to come forward. 

 

Delegation to again voice opposition to the proposed boat ramp/dock project  

 

Lisa Cwyk again presented as spokesperson for the opposed property owners that remain unconvinced 

another boat launch is needed and ask Council not to proceed, indicating it may very well be that 

Council believes its intentions were good, the unfortunate fact remains no direct contact or notification 

to land owners in the immediate vicinity was made.  It’s their position the petition for anyone including 

campers and day tourists to sign for the Boat Launch has no standing since it did not clearly state what 

would be involved, the impact on all parts of the environment, nor did it include addresses or date 

information for those signing.  There is much discussion about this proposal in the community.  It is 

incumbent on Council to be clear and transparent and take whatever time necessary to invite input by 

direct contact to everyone in the community, we will all be affected forever if the proposed work 

proceeds, some financially, some through loss of enjoyment due to the significant change in use 

benefitting only boaters, all of us environmentally, and others more directly by the work when in 
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progress and by reduction in property values.  In their review of the 2015 Official Plan, By-Law and map, 

there are many references saying all development on shorelines is significant and will have an impact on 

the lake.  The group indicates this proposal was made to previous Councils and turned down as being 

too impactful on the lake, and also ask has Hydro One been contacted to ensure the proposed dredging 

and installation for the concrete ramp placement will not affect the hydro lines running underwater 

from this site to Morris Lane and Angus Point Rd residents as required by OP Section 4.11.2.  Also, By-

Law Section 4.18.2 must have a minimum size of 9.8 acres or 4 ha and a minimum lot frontage of 394’.  

The group would like a report from Council that tells how they reached the decision this site is zoned 

properly for the proposed work and use.  They have found only contraventions of the OP and Zoning and 

without clear information to the contrary, if Council decides to move the project forward, may have no 

option but to take this matter to the Ontario Municipal Board.  The guidelines for Canada 150 Grants 

indicate funds are to be used for renovation, expansion and improvement of existing assets.  It then 

listed Ineligible projects as construction of new infrastructure.  They need to understand what was 

included in the application since there are no structures or assets on the site other than outhouses.  It is 

their position that allowing tourists to pay no fee for launching and putting that free launch in a location 

that draws them away from retail/commercial businesses will in fact be a negative financial impact, 

increasing the number and frequency of new boaters unfamiliar to and inexperienced with Eagle Lake’s 

distinctly rocky underwater hazards should be a safety concern, and that non-residents can’t be 

expected to have the same level of stewardship of the lake and its environment.  Alternate locations 

were suggested:  1. Develop the Park Rd road allowance adjacent to Mikisew Park and the existing boat 

launch, install a dump card reader that would allow property owners free access and all others to pay 

the Park as usual.  They understand the Park Superintendent was receptive to working with the 

Township on a solution but the Township turned them down because of the short park season.  2.  Allow 

the current commercial boat launches to sever the launch portion of their property in favour of a joint 

ownership between them and the Township.  The Township could do the appropriate development of 

the launches to increase access, install the dump card reader for property owner free access, with the 

business retaining any fees paid by non-residents.  Both of these options would have on-site care and 

control of the entries to the lake rather than at a free launch site with no managing entity there every 

day.  The group asks for responses to the concerns raised and reports back to the suggestions made 

here and at the ELCA AGM.  Finally they ask we not proceed with the proposed boat ramp at 40 Angus 

Point Rd and thank Council for hearing them again.  There was applause from the guests remaining. 

 

Mayor Carleton thanked the groups for the presentations, advising all comments presented this 

evening, including items listed on the agenda will be taken under review and not discussed further this 

evening.  Guests in the audience were thanked for attending and apprised that a response from Council 

could be weeks away.  **Please note recording of the minutes reflects information as contained in the 

presentations to Council and the Township makes no representation with respect to their accuracy.** 

 

Concern 4-052-20 to address the petition re proposed Boat Launch at 40 Angus Point Rd 

 

4-052-20 people indeed have launched their boats for years from what is a lovely beach area 

 

Concern 4-052-21 to answer questions re Eagle Lake Public Boat Launch 

 

Opposition 4-052-12 to the matter of development of the public beach on Angus Point Rd 

 

Concern 4-052-19 to proposed Boat Launch on Angus Point 

 

Objection 4-050 to the proposal to change this public beach to a large scale Boat Launch 

 

Support 4-187-01 for the continued existence and maintenance of a public Boat Launch 

 

Concern 4-048-10 to proposed construction at Public Beach on Bagshaw Bay on Eagle Lake 

 

Opposition 4-052-17 to the building of a boat launch on Angus Point Rd 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. Aug 15, 2016 minutes, Resolution 
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170-16  Wood, Scarlett 

THAT we adopt Aug 15, 2016 minutes.  CARRIED 

 

a. Broadband Connectivity Follow Up, Sep 15 meeting postponed to later in the Fall 

 

The hope is they will have more information about the criteria for the new National 

Broadband program, as well as some other information that may be available then. 

 

2. Almaguin Highlands OPP Satisfaction Survey, 2nd Quarter and Year to Date Statistics 

 

98.4% of respondents felt very safe or safe in their community.  42% stated they were not aware 

of mental health resources available in Almaguin Highlands.  It’s the job of mental health and 

their associated stakeholders to deal long term with individuals.  When OPP respond on a 

regular basis to the same situation over and over again, it takes them away from the job they 

are supposed to be performing in our communities and has a direct correlation to the billing 

model.  OPP Staff Sergeant has spoken to the Manager of Canadian Mental Health in Sundridge 

and is working to make sure more people are aware of the service.  Incident stats were 

compared 2015-2016 and are lower, but with higher/lower variance between categories. 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

3. Machar Public Works minutes of Aug 11, 2016, Resolution 

 

171-16  McLaren, Flowers 

THAT we approve Public Works minutes of Aug 11, 2016.  CARRIED 

 

Intermittent issues with the Landfill Gate were reported.  Citizens are pleased with the summer 

students at the Landfill.  Students approved to extend into Fall per last year (weekends Sep-Oct). 

 

172-16  Wood, Flowers 

THAT we authorize Admin to proceed for replacement of Lower Level windows per quote 

$1,396.00 plus HST.  CARRIED 

 

4. Central Almaguin Planning minutes of Aug 17, 2016, Resolution 

 

173-16  Scarlett, Wood 

THAT we acknowledge Planning minutes of Aug 29, 2016.  CARRIED 

 

The Planning Board office will be closed on Sep 14 and open again on Sep 21 @ 9 am. 

 

5. Joint Building Permit Summaries for Jul 2016, Resolution 

 

174-16  McLaren, Scarlett 

THAT we acknowledge Building Permit Summaries for Jul 2016.  CARRIED 

 

The closure of the company known as Kent Trusses in Sundridge was discussed.  This may also 

affect building permits.  Next JBC meeting is Sep 15, 2016. 

 

INFORMATION 

 
6. Town of Lakeshore Resolution to suggest that the $342 million additional costs incurred for the Pan Am 

and Parapan Am Games should be funded by the City of Toronto 

7. Township of Carlow/Mayo Resolution for support regarding Bill 171, Highway Traffic Amendment Act 

(Waste Collection Vehicles and Snow Plows), will save lives and ensure that workers whose jobs take 

place in roadways are made safer, their workplace is a vehicle and the edge of the road where there is 

increased risk from careless and distracted drivers and rear end collisions, resultant injuries and 

fatalities problem across N America, operators should be treated the same as OPP, EMS & Fire because 

we also provide essential service  

8. N Bay Parry Sound Health Unit; Blue Green Algae in Lake Shebeshekong, Carling Township 
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9. FONOM (Fed of N ON Munic) briefing paper which highlights issues that will be discussed at AMO Aug 

2016; Provincial Standing Committees, Forest Management Planning Manual, Energy Costs, Policing, 

Climate Change Action Plan, Healthcare, Inter Community Bus 

10. AMO Members Update – Federal Public Transit Infrastructure Funding announced in ON; $1.49 billion 

Phase 1 support for municipal transit systems across the Province 

11. AMO Watchfile Aug 25, 2016; In This Issue 

- Ontario150: apply for funding. 

- National Disaster Mitigation Program.  

- Media relations training coming to Mississauga. 

- Don’t risk missing out! 

- The Next Generation of Human Services. 

- #ROMASpeaks news you can use. 

- Energy Now and Into the Future. 

- A mountain of bills causing municipal headaches? 

- Need to aggregate or summarize electricity bills? 

- Careers with York Region, Windsor, OPS and Innisfil.  

12. 2016 Young Heritage Leaders and Lieutenant Governor’s ON Heritage Awards; Youth Achievement, 

Lifetime Achievement, Community Leadership, Excellence in Conservation, nomination deadline Sep 30, 

2016 www.heritagetrust.on.ca/recognition  

13. Ministry of Municipal Affairs Advisor the deadline for this intake of the Natural Disaster Mitigation 

Program is Sep 16, 2016, to help proponents with application, webinar Sep 6 

14. Canada Heritage will be celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday and St. Joseph Media is working with the 

department on a special project called Passport2017, will be the content hub for Canada 150 and will 

feature a comprehensive database of events, landmarks and attractions, inviting organizations to 

contribute to the database with information on their regular and special events, go to 

www.passport2017.ca to see how easy it is to enter the information 

15. Ontario 150 apply for funding, access funding programs designed to bring people together while laying 

the groundwork for a strong, economic, social and cultural legacy for Ontario; Community Capital 

Program to renovate, repair and retrofit existing community and cultural infrastructure to increase 

accessibility, improve safety and maximize community use (applications close Sep 14, 2016), 

Partnership Program to engage, enable and empower youth as the next generation of Ontario leaders 

(applications close on Sep 30, 2016), Community Celebration Program to connect Ontarians to their 

communities and with opportunities to explore their heritage, allowing Ontarians the opportunity to 

celebrate this historic year in a way that is appropriate and meaningful for them (applications close on 

Sep 2, 2016), for general questions about the Ontario 150 program, visit www.ontario.ca/150  

16. Places to Grow Implementation Fund 2016-17 call for applications, innovative projects that will advance 

growth planning and support the development of complete communities in ON, increase knowledge 

and understanding of growth planning in ON through research and data collections and/or fostering 

greater public knowledge, awareness and understanding of the merits of growth planning in Ontario 

through training and education, applications by Sep 22, 2016, for examples please see Places to Grow 

Implementation Fund webpage 

17. OMAFRA (ON Ministry of Agri, Food, Rural Affairs) Connects Aug 2016; Need help to start/manage or 

grow a food business, have your say on the next agricultural policy framework, resolving conflict in your 

organization, adverse weather resources, introducing world crops to ON, Fall pasture fertility mgmt 

after a dry summer, 5 reasons Farmers Market  

18. Municipal World Aug 2016; Do we have the Energy for this? (Key choices in energy sector) 

19. Municipal Monitor Q3 2016; Reforming the Municipal Elections Act, while set to improve future 

elections, new legislation leaves enforcement, finance issues unresolved, growth-development and the 

future of city-county separation, climate change and municipal infrastructure, the best people in the 

best positions, AMCTO’s 2016 awards 

 

ADDITIONAL/ROUND TABLE/NOTICE OF MOTION 

ADJOURN 

 

175-16  Wood, Scarlett 

THAT we give 1st, 2nd, 3rd and final reading to Confirming By-Law and that we adjourn until our Regular 

meeting scheduled for Mon, Sep 12, 2016 or per Procedural By-Law.  CARRIED 

 

 

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Mayor Lynda Carleton     Clerk Administrator Brenda Paul, AMCT 
 

BP. 

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/recognition
http://www.passport2017.ca/
http://www.ontario.ca/150

