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TOWNSHIP OF MACHAR 

MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, May 9, 2016 

 

6:30 pm  Call to Order, Disclosures of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof; nil. 

 

Council present:  Deputy Mayor Ron McLaren, Councillors Blair Flowers, Bart Wood and Neil Scarlett.  

Staff present:  Clerk Administrator Brenda Paul. 

 

GUESTS 

 

OPP Almaguin Highlands Detachment Commander S/Sgt Stacey Whaley, Sergeant Darren 

Luckasavitch, Provincial Constable Matt Lake and Provincial Constable Jamie MacMillan. 

 

Stats for 2015, 1st Quarter of 2016 and Almaguin Highlands Action Plan 2014 Progress Report 

 

2015 Stats were reviewed:  Violent Crime has remained the same, Property Crime is down 40%, Drug 

Crime is down 40%.  An update was provided on the 2014-2016 Detachment Action Plan.  Offender 

management is the number 1 priority and has been very successful in eliminating crime, a full time 

analyst is on staff, and distracted driving continues to be a concern.  A Community Satisfaction Survey 

was completed in 2012.  There will be another Community Satisfaction Survey completed for the next 

Action Plan.  Community Safety Planning was introduced, 2 municipalities are currently active on this 

initiative and a presentation was recently done at the LINK (Steering) Committee.  It was noted that 211 

is under utilized and is being promoted to citizens as the point of contact for finding services that are 

available.  The OPP are visiting the Almaguin Highlands Secondary School daily as part of a focus patrol 

strategy and prevents crime in the school.  Deputy Mayor McLaren thanked the OPP representatives for 

their attendance and asked Council for any questions.  Councillor Wood relayed concerns with the new 

funding model increase in costs to our municipality, OPP and first responder (South River Machar Fire 

Department) interaction, and a South River Public Works incident.  Discussion ensued. 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. Apr 25, 2016 minutes, Resolution 

 

92-16  Scarlett, Wood 

THAT we adopt Apr 25, 2016 minutes.  CARRIED 

 

Details for the 2016 Rabies Clinic not known, arrangements are being made by South River. 

 

- Ambulance Base Roof RFP Update 

 

93-16  Flowers, Wood 

THAT we accept Ambulance Base Roof RFP:  Jolliffe Building $8,947.70 per Village of South 

River opening results.  CARRIED 

 

2. Paylist and Council/Committee Remuneration and Expenses, Resolution 

 

94-16  Wood, Flowers 

THAT we authorize Pay List by Fund for Apr as of 09 May 2016:  $181,863.59.  CARRIED 

 

Council/Committee Remuneration and Expenses sheet distributed, due at end of May. 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

3. South River Machar Fire minutes of May 3, 2016, Resolution 

 

Councillor Scarlett provided map of potential dry hydrants presented at Fire Committee.  There 

are 11 shown on the map, we’ve budgeted for 2 in 2016 pending cost estimates.  The dry 

hydrants are not included in the Boat Launch proposal as it’s restricted to existing, not new. 
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Fire Chief is to forward a draft of the updated Joly Agreement. 

 

EMS is in receipt of Council request for clarification and it’s being looked at.  Our area EMS 

representative has requested to attend a Council meeting for discussions on this matter.  The 

Director of Emergency Protective Services/Fire Chief will also attend.  Councillor Scarlett 

reported on the EMS presentation at the DPSMA Meeting.  Councillor Wood would like to see 

dates, times, and reasons why the South River Ambulance was pulled during the last contract 

term.  Clerk Administrator is to advise the reps attending of the information requested. 

 

Deputy Mayor McLaren inquired on the legality of the proceeds from the disposal of the ram to 

be allocated towards the purchase of the replacement eDraulic telescoping ram purchased by 

the Firefighters’ Assoc.  Councillor Scarlett assured the Fire Chief had reviewed and it was okay. 

 

95-16  Scarlett, Wood 

THAT we support motions 19-23 as contained in Fire minutes of May 3, 2016; adopt the 

minutes, Income Statement/AP Ledger, declare the Hurst low pressure ram and extension set 

surplus and dispose of it…proceeds from the disposal of the ram be allocated toward the 

purchase of the replacement eDraulic telescoping ram purchased by the South River Machar 

Firefighters Association, Fire Chief’s Report, meet again…  CARRIED 

 

4. Central Almaguin Economic Development minutes of Apr 21, 2016, Resolution 

 

96-16  Flowers, Scarlett 

THAT we acknowledge CAEDA minutes of Apr 21, 2016.  CARRIED 

 

a. Invest in Central Almaguin Communities of Opportunity May 27, 2016 Caswell Resort 9:30 

am to 12:30 pm for tabletop displays by realtors, financial institutions, local services and 

government programs, buy a home, own a business, retirement living, start a business, 

make contacts, no cost to attend, light refreshments, exhibitor tables $20 book early 

itsbetter@centralalmaguin.net  

 

5. District of Parry Sound Municipal Assoc logo contest 

 

Rhya Smith was announced as the winner at the DPSMA Spring Meeting held in Kearney on Apr 

29, 2016.  The Township of Machar promoted and distributed the contest to local groups, which 

included Almaguin Highlands Secondary School.  Media Arts teacher Jennifer White contacted 

our Clerk Administrator and forwarded 18 of the 19 submissions received for the contest.  The 

Township will receive our 2017 membership to DPSMA free and would like to do a cheque 

presentation to Rhya for this amount.  Clerk Administrator is to check availability to attend.   

 

a. North Bay Nugget article on policing cost and the FONOM position 

 

Municipal costs for policing are not sustainable, says Al Spacek, President of the Federation 

of Northern Ontario Municipalities.  It keeps resurfacing because it’s become such a 

significant issue for municipalities to deal with.  Spacek took on the role of Task Force Chair 

on the Association of Municipalities of Ontario’s policing modernization report.  The report 

has been gathering some momentum, more than 30 recommendations are made for 

managing public demand for services and increasing operational effectiveness in policing.  

Of those, there are 3 primary recommendations that the government has the ability to 

quickly rectify and that would have the most immediate and dramatic impact.  Spacek 

believes the government has taken notice of the issues at hand and believes that seeing 

progress made in the coming year on the matter would serve as a reasonable timeframe. 

 

6. Almaguin Recycling Initiative minutes of Mar 24, 2016, Resolution 

 

Hazmat date is May 28 from 10-2 at Strong.  Per previous Council direction, Code Red message 

to go out (May 18).  More details in our Spring Newsletter, which is also posted on our website. 

 

97-16  Scarlett, Wood 

mailto:itsbetter@centralalmaguin.net
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THAT we acknowledge ARI minutes of Mar 24, 2016.  CARRIED 

 

INFORMATION 

 

7. MPP Laurie Scott request for Municipal Resolution on Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force and 

Bill 158, Saving the Girl Next Door Act, 2016, for a multi-jurisdictional and coordinated task 

force of law enforcement agencies, Crown prosecutors, judges, victims and frontline agencies 

98-16  Flowers, Wood 

WHEREAS human trafficking is a heinous crime that has been referred to as modern day slavery; 

and 

WHEREAS traffickers recruit, transport, harbor and control the girl next door for sexual 

exploitation or forced labour; and 

WHEREAS it is one of the fastest growing crimes that starts and stays in Canada, targeting 

victims – 90% of which are Canadian born and predominantly female, averaging the age of 14; 

and 

WHEREAS Ontario is a major hub of human trafficking in Canada, and victims are lured, 

manipulated and coerced, often over the internet from every part of Ontario; and 

WHEREAS human trafficking is in our neighbourhoods and our communities; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of Machar support Bill 158, Saving 

the Girl Next Door Act, 2016, support MPP Laurie Scott’s motion for a multi-jurisdictional and 

coordinated task force of law enforcement agencies, Crown prosecutors, judges, victims’ 

services and frontline agencies.  CARRIED 

8. Champlain Resolution whereas the cost of electricity to individuals has increased by 50% since 

2012 in the Province of ON, senior citizens/low income/families and small business finding it 

increasingly difficult to meet these rising costs, many occasions the Province of ON is forced to 

sell surplus power to our neighbours at a loss, requests the Province of ON to place a 

moratorium on further development of solar farms and wind turbines and to complete an 

extensive review of the Green Energy Act to provide affordable electricity to our citizens 

99-16 Scarlett, Flowers 

WHEREAS the cost of electricity to individuals has increased by 50% since 2012 in the Province 

of Ontario; 

WHEREAS senior citizens on fixed income, low income, families and small businesses are finding 

it increasingly difficult to meet these rising costs; 

WHEREAS the Provincial Green Energy Act continues to promote the building of solar farms and 

wind turbines where they pay the producers much higher rates than what they can charge per 

kilowatt; 

WHEREAS on many occasions the Province of Ontario is forced to sell surplus power to our 

neighbours at a loss; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Township of Machar request the Province of Ontario to place a 

moratorium on further development of this type and to complete an extensive review of the 

Green Energy Act in order to provide affordable electricity to our citizens.  CARRIED 

9. District of Parry Sound Municipal Assoc Resolution in support of the Parry Sound & Area Food 

Charter encourages that all member municipalities support the Charter by Resolution 

10. S Dundas Resolution asks the Gov’t of ON to reconsider the suspension of and the integration 

of the Rural Economic Development Program into the Jobs and Prosperity Fund with the view 

to ensuring that Rural Economic Development Prgm stays as an intricate funding prgm of the 

Prov that will support capacity building/foster economic growth in rural municipalities in ON 

11. Welland Resolution supports the development of Provincial Legislation requiring the 

registration, licensing and setting Provincial Standards for Private Supportive Living 

Accommodations where the operator provides accommodations and where the operator 

provides or arranges for services that relate to the health, safety and security of the residents 

12. S Frontenac Resolution calls upon the Prov gov’t to regulate that where there is not a willing 

municipal host and subsequently no community benefit agreement in place and green energy 

projects are awarded anyway, that successful proponents would be responsible to pay to the 

municipality according to an established formula and over the lifespan of the project, the 

associated costs to both infrastructure and operations known as Community Vibrancy Fund 

13. Amherstburg Resolution to adopt Windsor’s Reolution regarding proposed upgrades to the 

Marathon Petroleum Facility, identified as a major source of air pollution and due to its 

proximity to the Canadian border is a source of transboundary air pollution, air emissions 
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14. Amherstburg Resolution supports Bill 180, Workers Day of Mourning Act, 2016, 1st reading, 

Apr 28 in each year, flags at half mast, all Cdn and ON flags flown outside Legislative Bldg, ON 

bldgs, courthouses, municipality, school, university/college, hospital, OPP, Firehall, Amb serv 

15. South Stormont Resolution in support of North Stormont encouraging the Ontario Energy 

Board to expand natural gas services to all of Eastern Ontario 

16. OPP PCC CERB Queue Call Volume and Serv Level Mar 2016 

17. MPAC (Munic Prop Asmt Corp) 2015 Annual Report and Fin Stmts 

18. Minister update on the progress of Ontario’s accessibility certification program, certification 

will help businesses demonstrate their commitment to serving the needs of the widest range 

of customers, also great way to connect with a large, potentially untapped consumer base, 7 

prototype models posted, weigh in on which option works best www.certifiedforaccess.ca  

19. Deputy Minister update on Ontario’s Culture Strategy, next stage of consultations providing 

feedback on the key parts of the draft and share, sets out a new vision for culture and 

identifies 3 overarching goals to strengthen culture in communities, fuel the creative economy 

and promote cultural engagement and inclusion, consultation period closes May 13 

20. MPP Norm Miller introduces Private Member’s Bill to simplify laws on bike racks and make 

cycling more accessible for Ontarians, bring ON regulations in line with other Provinces 

21. AMO Board of Directors 2016 to 2018 Call for Nominations no later than Jun 24, 2016 

22. Municipal Delegation Request Form for the AMO 2016 Conference in Windsor Aug 14-17 

23. AMO Watchfile Apr 28, 2016; In This Issue:  Growing concerns from municipalities on interest 

arbitration, Ontario’s Culture Strategy consultation, AMO presents Media Relations workshops, 

Pre-AMO Conference Heads of Council: limited space left, Added - Tuesday Learning Lunches to 

AMO Conference, Join LAS at one of our no cost spring information sessions, It’s energy 

consumption reporting time! Earn additional interest on short-term deposits with One Investment 

Program, Municipal workshops on small hydropower opportunities, Careers with Hamilton 

Conservation Authority, Niagara Region and OPS. 
24. AMCTO Legislative Express May 2, 2016, Bill 181 the Municipal Elections Modernization Act, 

Federal Infra Funding details released, City of Toronto releases Uber regulations, MPAC 2016 

Assessment Update, New developments for the sharing economy, Federal Government 

commits to update Rail Crossings, Government launches new consultations directory, Province 

to ban corporate and union donations for Provincial elections, Applications open for 2 

Community Safety Grants, ON proposing changes to allow ride-sharing insurance, Province 

announces Cycling Infra Grant recipients, Government releases Long Term Affordable Housing 

Strategy technical document, changes to Wine and Cider and Sales at Farmer’s Markets 

25. FONOM Spring Newsletter 2016, Meeting of the Board of Directors held Mar 24, 2016, 2016 

FONOM/MMAH Northeastern Munic Conf, 2016 OGRA/ROMA Combined Conf, Growing ON 

(NOMA, ROMA, GFO and forestry), Membership renewals, 2016 Provincial & Fed Budgets 

26. Premier Wynne attending FONOM/MMAH Conf on May 12 

27. Ministry of Citizenship, Immigration and International Trade, ON Medal for Good Citizenship, 

visit www.ontario.ca/honoursandawards deadline for nominations if Jul 17, 2016 

28. Visit www.farmnorth.com/ select OFA 80th Birthday anniversary Bursary, 3 new bursaries in 

the amount of $3,500 per recipient are available for students of OFA families who are entering 

or currently pursuing a post secondary education in an agriculture related program, direct link 

29. Almaguin Highlands Chamber of Commerce Spring Social Meeting on May 9 Burks Falls 6 pm 

30. Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario IPC Digest, When are Councillors’ records 

subject to access? New fact sheet FOI Fact Sheet 1 Apr 2016 and Appendix A 

31. Curb magazine; places, spaces, people Volume 6 Issue 2 2016, in the making, the rise the fall 

and the struggles of the D, reflecting on the risk of DIY urbanism, buffering boom & bust cycles 

32. Municipal World magazine; Supporting success for newcomers, measuring ROI on now 

development, politics planning and civil engagement, challenges to reaching 100% renewable 

 

ADDITIONAL/ROUND TABLE/NOTICE OF MOTION 

ADJOURN 

100-16  Wood, Scarlett 

THAT we give 1st, 2nd, 3rd and final reading to Confirming By-Law and that we adjourn until our Regular 

meeting scheduled for Tue, May 24, 2016 or per Procedural By-Law.  CARRIED 

 

 

_______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

Deputy Mayor Ron McLaren    Clerk Administrator Brenda Paul, AMCT 

http://www.certifiedforaccess.ca/
http://www.ontario.ca/honoursandawards
http://www.farmnorth.com/

